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The Hispanic Bar Association of Orange County promotes  
education, unity, and excellence in the Hispanic legal community. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

I am so thrilled about 2024 for the HBA! In March, our members, judges, justices, other dignitaries, 

past presidents, and sponsors attended the 46th Annual Gala Scholarship Fundraiser, Awards, & 

Installation Dinner, our organization’s biggest fundraising event! Deserving law students Brandon 

Martinez (Harvard), Astrid Cardona (Western State College of Law), Christian Valenzuela-Cabral 

(UCI), Joshuel Calderon (UCLA), and Claudia Diaz Martinez (UCI), were awarded the HBA’s 

Wally Davis Scholarship each receiving $5000 to help fund their law studies. Andrea Cervantes 

(UCI) received the HBA’s $5000 Bar Stipend to help support her in her preparation for the Bar 

Exam. 

 

At our Gala, we were privileged to honor Father Gregory Boyle, Founder and Director of Homeboy 

Industries, with the Hon. Francisco Briseño Lifetime Achievement Award for his extraordinary 

devotion to his work helping young adults and teenagers escape gang life by providing jobs and 

critical resources. Governor Newsom’s Judicial Appointments Secretary Luis Céspedes, was 

honored with the Guardián de Justicia Award for his amazing work increasing diversity on the 

bench throughout California, and commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion on the bench and 

in the legal community. We also proudly honored Deputy Public Defender Amber Poston with 

Attorney of Year for her incredible work with the Public Defender, representing marginalized 

clients in minority communities, and for her commitment to the Unity Bar in California. Our 

Corporate Citizen was awarded to Target Corporation for their dedication to serving and 

strengthening the community through their positive impact on people’s lives. 
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The HBA is committed to promoting education, unity, diversity, and excellence in the Hispanic 

legal community. Loyal members and Sponsors of the HBA provide the support and financial 

resources necessary for us to continue our mission of strength in areas where our community needs 

it. Thank you to our Membership and all our Sponsors for your amazing support! We are committed 

to social justice, community outreach, student mentoring, and diversity in the Latinx legal 

community and on the bench. Join us this year as we work together to continue to make a positive 

impact on the Latinx community. We have many exciting events planned, including our traditional 

Cinco de Mayo Mixer on May 2nd, at Avila’s El Ranchito in Santa Ana, and our 1st Annual Salsa 

Dancing Night on June 20th at Perla Restaurant in Santa Ana! Please join us!! 

 

Warmest regards, 

Shelly Aronson 
Shelly Aronson 

President 

Orange County Hispanic Bar Association 
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2024 OCHBA EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

Shelly Aronson, President; Frank Chirino, President-Elect; Laura Hassan, Vice President; Patricia 

Santamaria, CFO; Catherine Navarro, Secretary; Jeannette Garcia, Immediate Past President. 

 

 

 

2024 OCHBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Violetta Schultz, Adrian Canzoneri, Alejandro Ruiz, Angela Chavez, Christopher Hernandez, 

Crystal De Aenlle-Fernandez, Elizabeth Alamillo, Griselda Rodriguez, Jennifer Corona, Manohar 

Sukumar, Maria Elena Parada, Melissa Padilla, Gardenia Montero, Miguel Alvarez Ramirez. 
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On March 2nd, 2024, we held our 46th Annual Gala. The evening included the Installation of our 

2024 OCHBA Executive Board and Board of Directors, Recognition of our 2024 Outstanding 

Wally Davis Scholarship and Bar Stipend Recipients, and Presentation of OCHBA’s 2024 Award 

Honorees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

46th Annual Scholarship Fundraiser & Installation Gala 
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This year, we honored: 

 

 

 

Hon. Francisco Briseño Lifetime Achievement Award:  

Father Gregory Boyle, Founder/Director Homeboy Industries 

Guardián de la Justicia Award:  

Judicial Appointments Secretary Luis Céspedes 

Attorney of the Year:  

Amber Poston 

Corporate Citizen Award:  

Target Corporation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

46th Annual Gala—Honorees  
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Claudia Diaz-Martinez- UCI 

Brandon Martinez - Harvard 

Astrid Cardona - Western State 

Joshuel Calderon - UCLA 

Christian Valenzuela-Cabral UCI 

Andrea Cervantes - UCI - Bar Stipend Winner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

46TH ANNUAL GALA— WALLY DAVIS SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
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The Orange County Hispanic Bar Association Gala is our biggest Fundraiser of the year. The 

event would not have been possible without the generous donations of our Sponsors. We want to 

take a special moment to THANK all our sponsors. We look forward to seeing you next year!  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

46TH ANNUAL GALA— SPONSORS 
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OUR APOLOGIES  
 

 

 

 

 

Orange County Hispanic Bar Association apologizes for inadvertently omitting the following 

two ads on our 46th Annual Gala Program. We appreciate your continuing support and 

understanding! 
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46TH ANNUAL GALA— HIGHLIGHTS 
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AFFILATE EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCAABA 2024 JUDICIAL RECOGNITION DINNER 
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We have a number of events coming up in our community. Please be sure to check them out and 

register. The events are always fun, and you get plenty of opportunities to mingle and network 

with fellow community members. Don’t miss out!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hispanic Bar Association of Orange County - Donate (ochba.org) 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN OUR COMMUNITY 

https://ochba.org/Donate
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JOIN US 

 

If you want to make a difference in the community, join the Orange County Hispanic Bar 

Association. Help us reach more members of the Hispanic Community so that, together, we can 

further our mission.  

 

Hispanic Bar Association of Orange County - Membership (ochba.org)  

 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ochba2.0?mibextid=7B2xQ4 

 

https://www.instagram.com/ochba2.0?igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA== 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Regards, 

HISPANIC BAR ASSOCIATION OF ORANGE COUNTY 
 

P.O. Box 6130, Newport Beach, CA 92658 

Telephone: (949) 478-1024   Fax: (949) 440-6710 

E-mail:   info@ochba.org  Web: www.ochba.org 
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https://ochba.org/Join-us
https://www.facebook.com/ochba2.0?mibextid=7B2xQ4
https://www.instagram.com/ochba2.0?igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==

